







September 2010
Dear Parents/Guardians,


Can you believe it is the first week of school?  Welcome back!  Thank you to those of you who came to the open house.  My name is Ms. Redden and this will be my fourth year teaching fourth grade, but my first year at Flower Hill Elementary School.  I received my Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education in 2006 at the University of Maryland.  I am looking forward to teaching your child.  Your child’s time in my classroom will be spent well.  He or she may even come home exhausted from all the thinking done during the day, but I will make every minute count. 


We have a wonderful group of students in this class.  I am looking forward to a terrific year ahead!  With your help, we can make it happen.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Redden
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Expectations: Every child is expected to do his or her best in class and will succeed.  Work is to be turned in on time and completed with quality. It is important to instill and encourage a work ethic that will allow your child to succeed in his or her future.  The class room is a safe space for students to discuss and share ideas. Every child is expected to participate. 
Attendance:  Please send a note with your child any time they miss school.  If you are taking your child out of school early for any reason, please send a note letting me know what time they will be leaving.  This will help your child, the class, and me prepare for their departure more smoothly.  
Homework: Homework will be assigned every night except on Friday.  However, if your student is behind in a subject or not turning in assigned homework consistently, then homework packets will be sent on Friday.  This is to ensure your child understands the concepts taught in class and can continue to be successful throughout the year.  
· Spelling- Spelling homework is given over a two week period for each exploration. Your child will be given those assignments for the two weeks.  Please make sure your child completes the assignments given for the night assigned.  Working ahead or falling behind will not benefit your child.

· All quizzes will be given on Fridays.  Reviewing homework assignments and class work will help prepare your student. 

Assignments and Projects: All assignments and projects are due on the date they are assigned.  Assignments will be given in advance so students have plenty of time to complete the activity with quality.  Projects and assignments turned in late will drop a letter grade for each day late.  
Friday Folders: Your child will be coming home every Friday with graded work completed during the week.  Please take out all the papers in the folder and look through the work with your child.  Your child will return the empty folder on Monday.    
In addition, your child will be keeping a portfolio of their best work here in class.  They will be able to take it home at the end of the year.  The portfolio is used to show their growth over the year.

Miscellaneous:.  

Every Friday, your child will be coming home with a behavior report.  Please look it over, initial the form, and have your student return it on Monday.  

The report is a way to let parents/guardians know how their child is doing in school.  

Science: Our first unit is life science, specifically ecosystems.  Students will build an ecosystem in class and observe the ecosystem for several weeks.  Please have your child bring in one 2 liter bottle empty and clean.   We use the liter bottles to house the plants and fish.   Thank you.  

Contact Information:

Jennifer Redden

18425 Flower Hill Way
Gaithersburg, MD, 20879

Phone: 301-840-7161
Jennifer_Redden@mcpsmd.org

Specials Schedule (10:40-11:30):

	Monday
	Science Lab

	Tuesday
	Media Center

	Wednesday
	Music

	Thursday
	Art

	Friday
	P.E. 

(please wear close-toed shoes)


